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DilringuishinS bcr*ren our rsg ea8le lFcics can
be dificult. Pcople nho spend a lot of tlme *atchtng
rapton look for cp€cinc idcntincadon trait! fiat malc it
pocsible ro s€parate Bald Eaglec iom Goldcn Eaglcs. If
1ou' vc ever found youreef puzled after a large dark bid
pa!s€! out of si8ht, remcmbcr thesc tey queslions o help
id€ntify thcsc sp€cies:

AE tou ccrtah , it dr .zlkl
V�lrr.. b tsc d&. dr 12 Hl
h 6c lpad nor. or lrl dror hdl delat5dn{ dr tdl
lrttupr&fu6aMl

Morc informstioo can help clhch the ID.
Con6tdcr:

Odlrll FryAaaas
TIE ha
TI|.halid',
T,'. Hf bdaitor.

Ar. pt ..rrah I I dr .qLt Dar! Rowh.lcggcd
Hawlr grcatly rc*mble tmrnatun Golden Eagbs. Thcy arc
6maller, light€r and hold rhelr $lngs ln a dihedral thst
levels at thc sri5t. Th€tr sccondaric! and primario shotr
much more whtte undemcath th6n a$.a8lc. Both lp€cl€s
of vulturcs are large bleal bilde. Thc wey Turlccy Vulturcs
rock in nt8hr i! very unltlc a ctebb cagle. Blscl Vultures
hav€ ltght prtma.ic' and a very shori tail. Study your ficld
guide to rul€ out thclc 6pecies.
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VIvx b, rlwre dtu funaat Adult Bald Eagles are
obviouc becausc of their al! white hcad and tail. Bnds with
nodceable wtrite on the tody or tn th€ wine lininSi aic Bald
Eagles. Immatures of both lpecies can have a *{rire tail
wtth a dark teminal band. Binds snth white plumase
linited ro th€ base of tne tril and a patch in rhe flight
fcethers of th€ wing are coldcn Eaglee. Adult colden
Esgles havc no x,hitc ftathen of note (occastonally a snall
qmount of whit€ at th€ ba6. of the tatl o. some small sport
of down can be seen) .

h &rMnon otb'rha^hdt tt'tlt''i{,$ottr.dl
Eald Eaglcr have large hesd6 with large trak' relarive to
C,otlen Eagler A rub of thurnb for separaring there
species: if tllc head 16 norc than half the lcn8th of the rail,
the bird ts a Bald Eagle. Colden Eaglcs' hcads are sbout a
third th. l€ngth of their t ll. Flying overhesd, goldens
prcaent a shapc similar to a buteo.

b tE H'r F4. na d Mr Bsld Easlcs sosr
on fl* wing6. Goldcn Eaglcr g€ncrally soar with thei! winSs
held up in a dihcdral.

Ots trytd Mr: In sood lidt, Iook for the
lrtderccnt gold head ond napc thrt givce thc Coldcn Eegle
Itr nam.. If visiblc, a bare, scaled leg belongs to a Bald
Eaglc. Fcathcrs dorm to tie foot are found on a Golden
Eaglc,

Dac: Bald Eagl€s are found in New York all year.
fulatively large nunhen will congre8rre ifl .omc sreas in
wintcr. C'oldcn E slc5 in N.w YolI arc no6dy misranB
otxerved in rnid- laa fall end carly sprlng. A small number
c,inEr in Ncw York. Othcrs may lin8€r inro early winr€r
end d€pan yhen 6€vcrc weather airlves. Oolden Eaglcs ere
quite rere in New York fiorn Msy ro S€ptenber.

Hdaao. Bsld Ee8les src a$ociatcd wtth open
water. Crol<lcn Eagles erc opcn counry birdr.
Occaslonally, indtvidual 3oldens will be found arnong the
Bald Essler h the D€lawar€ sRt€ruhed in winter. Both
6Fcie6 will trovel lon8 distancer searching for food. Vhcn
goldcr$ are in NY, eirhcr sFcies rnay be found shere there
i6 canioc, rc8ardl€s6 of hahtat. Drring rlrc migiatory
pcriod, soldens can be found perch.d or forasins in the
open srcas of uptsre N.w YorL.

Bdlannt: Bald Eaglee pr€fer thc most eftcient nay
ofacquiring. rncal- - often scavensins. Golden Esgles arc
more apt to be hunting. C'oL+$ are rc8llsrb reporcd
anacking rurk€!6 in Nes, Yor!. Eald Eaelee are often
perch€d abov€ rivers {.aiting for e mors€l to fbst by,
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