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NYS Young Birders Club at Hawkwatch
The NY State Young Birders Club visited the Franklin Mt.
Hawkwatch on November 9, a stop on their monthly series of
field trips around the state. DOAS is a supporting organization
for the club. Seven club members along with parents and helpers
made the trip to the mountain, and enjoyed a brief orientation
on the site, along with interaction with counters and other
visitors. Unfortunately, winds did not provide a good hawk flight,
although one Golden Eagle and enough other raptors kept the
interest up.

There were also two television crews on site—local Utica

channel WKTV reporter Earl Davis following up on a visit to the
Hawkwatch earlier that week, and Bonny Scheltema, Associate
Producer for NBC Learn, the educational arm of NBC News, who
had arranged to film the Young Birders Club visit for production

of a classroom program on kids and bird migration.

Needless to say, it was an active day, with cameras and
microphones everywhere—an exciting event for both us and the

young birders!

More information on the NY State Young Birders Club, a special
project of the NY State Ornithological Assoc., can be found at

www.nysyoungbirders.org.

It’s All About Spring!

I was given notice last May that a Board
Member column was due by the middle
of August. My subject matter became
obvious as spring approached, and I
scribbled notes furiously as the precious
days passed, with all of the emotions that
THE SEASON generates:

FEAR that spring won’t come. How can
a countryside so abjectly barren possibly
host the flora and fauna allegedly due to
arrive?

Frantic DETERMINATION: I vow not to
miss anything when things start to pop.

REALIZATION: With constant partici-

pation it is possible to keep up with things.

RELIEF: The leaves are coming out a little
later than in previous years. Birds are still
visible!

Blossoms and birdsong bring incredible
JOY: an annual miracle.

With leaves fully out, one’s approach
changes to LISTENING, then looking. The
fever has somewhat abated.

DENIAL: Has the activity settled down
somewhat?

Andy Mason

ACCEPTANCE: Inevitably, it has.

Renewed CRAZINESS: Gotta practice for
the Breeding Bird Survey.

An unexpected TREAT: A few new
areas are made available for birding by
landowners who practice stewardship.
More bird jaunts! More searching!

Post-BBS EXHAUSTION is accompanied
by a strong sense of ACHIEVEMENT.

Relaxed observation of favorite local
nesting spots is as special as ever. Can’t
wait for the ADIRONDACK TRIP!

A fun morning was had in a wonderful
forest with a beginning birder who is
HOOKED. After a rare encounter with
nesting Roughed Grouse, complete with
sounds, we departed in awe.

6

A rainy day: Wow, my house is a MESS!
Too many days spent outdoors with little
regard paid to housekeeping.

A birding by ear morning on a magical
property led to another day of birding
with a special friend and his group of
“NEWBIES” who are also hooked on being
in the woods with ears wide open. (48
degrees but the birds didn’t care.)

Oh it’s almost Adirondack time. I hear
the BLACK FLIES are the worst in recent
memory...

It was a wonderful trip, the THAXTONS
are super and the Bicknell’s is mine!
Exhaustion.

CHRISTMAS in July: a Junco pair is
nesting in my neighbors’ wreath, raising
the second brood.

Baby birds: Titmice, Orioles, ETC...

The Red-wings are FLOCKING up.

Christmas has extended into August: the
THIRD brood just fledged.

NEVER FEAR, fall migration is near!

The cycles of birding are truly year-round,
and the rewards are limitless. How can one
resist? Becky Gretton
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Upcoming Activities

January

January 16 - The Birding Year in Review, 2014:

Rick Bunting, well known local photographer will be our
presenter for the January monthly meeting. His amazing photos
will cover the most interesting photos captured this past year.
Since his retirement from SUNY Potsdam and The Crane School
of Music, Rick pursues his passion for photography full time to
the delight of his large fan club.

Program is held at The Elm Park United Methodist Church,
Chestnut Street, Oneonta and starts at 7:30 PM. Free and open
to the public, refreshments are served. For further information,
contact: Eleanor Moriarty at 607-435-2054.

January 18 — Waterfowl Count: The NY State Ornithological
Association’s annual statewide waterfowl count. DOAS covers
Otsego Lake and the Susquehanna River above Unadilla, the
Unadilla River, and Cannonsville Reservoir and the W. Branch
of the Delaware River. This effort involves surveying waterways
where they can be seen, and identifying and counting ducks and
geese. The totals are used by the Department of Environmental

Anyone interested in helping with the census, please contact
Andy Mason, (607) 652-2162, AndyMason@earthling.net.

January 20 — DOAS Board Meeting: 7PM

January 31 - Eagle Trip: The annual DOAS field trip to view
wintering bald eagles. This popular outing visits rivers and
reservoirs in Delaware County where the birds concentrate

to feed. Recent trips have turned up 20 to 30 eagles. We also
generally see other raptors and a variety of waterfowl.

The trip will depart the Dietz St. parking lot across from the
YMCA in Oneonta at 8 AM. Participants can be picked up
enroute in Delhi and Walton. Carpooling is highly encouraged.
We will stop for lunch at a local restaurant for interested
participants. Return to Oneonta will be mid to late afternoon.

For further information, contact Andy Mason, (607) 652-2162,
AndyMason@earthling.net.

Conservation in managing these species over the upcoming year.

February

February 7 — Golden Eagle Count: As part of our effort to
understand the numbers and range of winter resident Golden
Eagles we are conducting a one day raptor count covering much of
Delaware County. How much of the county we cover depends in
large part on the availability of volunteers. The counts should take
about 4 hours. They are conducted during the day when birds
might be soaring or perch hunting.

We are creating territories/routes with approximately 50-60 miles
of road in each. This should allow enough time for slow travel
while regularly stopping and scanning. The routes should be
started between 9 and 10 AM when birds have become active.

Since we expect to have more territories than skilled people,
we need to maximize our highly skilled birders — those who are
able to identity distant eagles by silhouette. These team leaders
can bring along others or we will team them with other people
as spotters. Golden Eagles are the focus but all raptors will be
counted.

Because this is the first year for this count, we will be looking for
feedback on the length of the routes and any other constructive
comments you might have. We are hoping this is successful
enough to expand the area beyond Delaware County next winter.

In case of extreme weather, teams can count the following day.

If you would like to participate in this count, please contact Tom
Salo at salothomas@gmail. com or 607-965-8232. If you believe
you are skilled enough to lead a team, share information about
your experience and skill level. If you have a preferred part of
the county you want to survey, we will try to accommodate you.
Participants will be sent a territory map, data form and count
protocol.

February 13-16: Great Backyard Bird Count, birdcount.org
February 17 — DOAS Board Meeting: 7PM

February 20 — Hiking the John Muir Trail, presenter and
hiker, Kathy Mario

DOAS Membership Application

Membership in the Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society includes 9 issues of our newsletter, The Belted Kingdfisher.

Cost is $15 annually or $25 for two years; family memberships $20 annually or $30 for two years.
Make check payable to “DOAS” and mail payment with this form to: DOAS Membership Chair, PO Box 544, Oneonta, NY 13820-0544.

Note: Please mail National Audubon renewals to address on renewal notice.

Name:
Address:

Email:

Phone:
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