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Details and application are available on the website at:  
doas.us/education/environmental-education-grants

Audubon Adventures “Digital Plus” Curriculum 
Materials for Educators
The “digital plus” subscription for curriculum materials is available 
at no charge to educators of  grades 3-6 from schools, home school 
providers and service organizations within the DOAS operating 
area while funds remain available. Requests should be made by 
email to Susan O’Handley, Education Chair at sjohandley@gmail.
com. This year’s topic is Birds, Bees, and Neighborhood Biomes and 
includes both student and teacher materials (digital and print) with 
correlations to Common Core ELA and Science standards. 

Complete information can be found at the DOAS Website 
at:  doas.us/education/audubon-adventures-classroom-
curriculum

Saturday Family Programs at the DOAS Sanctuary at 
Franklin Mountain
These Saturday morning programs provide an opportunity for 
families to explore the DOAS Sanctuary through some guided 
activities with Educator and DOAS Summer Program Director, 
Meghan Gigandet. Pre-registration is required by email to  
Susan O’Handley, Education Chair at sjohandley@gmail.com.  

$4 per child fee/adults are free. Dates for this Spring are Saturday, 
May 2, Plant and Tree ID and Saturday, June 6, Wild Edibles.

2015 Summer Day Camp Program

To provide a richer experience for children in our summer day 
camp program, we will be expanding to provide two programs this 
summer, one for students ages 7 to 9 and a second for students ages 
10-12. Registration information will be available in early spring and 
enrollment will be closed when filled. Partial and full scholarships 
are available.

We continue to seek local businesses that might like to partner with 
DOAS to support these initiatives. If  you know of  a business that is 
interested, please ask them to contact Susan O’Handley, Education 
Chair at sjohandley@gmail.com or by phone at 607-643-5680.

 Susan O’Handley

I’ve been watching ravens feed on my property for years, ever 
since we starting camera trapping eagles. I never grow tired of  
them. I still haven’t gotten entirely used to their presence. Raven 
noise and Adirondack memories are closely joined in my mind.  
Like an old forgotten smell, their calls bring me back to a time 
when I only saw or heard them in the 
Adirondacks. 

These days, when our winter bird feeding 
activities include putting out tons of  
meat, ravens are both a blessing and 
a curse. Large numbers are a blessing 
because they attract the eagles. An eagle 
can see an “unkindness” of  ravens from 
miles away, alerting them to food. Ravens 
are a joy to watch, pairs of  young birds 
wheel around and interact. They soar. 
They glide. They barrel roll. The young males do bizarre things to 
impress the females.  

They are a curse because they are “ravenous”. They eat a 
lot, however, what they eat each day is only a small part of  
the problem. In a natural situation, a carcass in winter is an 

ephemeral thing. It won’t last. Ravens are smart. They take as 
much food as they can carry and hide it away for the future, 
saving it for a time when that carcass is nothing but skin and 
bones. Forty or fifty ravens carrying off  meat to cache can strip 
a deer in several hours. This makes it difficult to keep the eagles 
fed. I’m a strict bird feeder. I limit the ravens to one deer a day. 

When I go to France, I get to see different 
scavenging birds at work, including 
several kinds of  vultures. None of  three 
vulture species I have encountered there 
are common but there are high densities 
of  Griffon Vultures in some areas. It is 
easy to understand how scores of  20 
pound scavengers could consume a person 
quickly. It is much harder to understand 
how these large birds manage to keep 

themselves fed most of  the year. 

Carrion birds provide a valuable service. They are nature’s clean 
up crew. They are incredibly efficient fliers and wonderfully 
adapted for what they do. Enjoy them.    – Tom Salo

Tom Salo will present a program on Ravens on March 20

DOAS 2015 Education Initiative (Continued from page 2)

Fell Birds (Continued from page 1)

Tree Planting Project, South Kortright School, by Eileen Kline

Ravens from camera traps in the area
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Waterfowl Count Results

Results of  the DOAS section of  the NY State Ornithological 

Assoc. annual waterfowl count, Jan. 17 and 18, 2015; W. 

Branch Delaware R. Delhi to Deposit, including Cannonsville 

Res.; Otsego Lake and tributaries and surrounding ponds; 

Susquehanna River, Cooperstown to Unadilla; Ouleout Cr. to E. 

Sidney Lake; Unadilla R. and tributaries, Sidney to New Berlin; 

Canadarago Lake and tributaries:

Pied-billed Grebe 1 

Canada Goose 1108 

Gadwall 1 

Mallard 1356 

Am. Black Duck 246 

Northern Pintail 17 

Ring-necked Duck 4 

Hooded Merganser 51 

Common Merganser 98 

Am. Coot 48 

Total 2930

Other species of  interest included Great-blue Heron, Bald Eagles, 

Sharp-Shinned Hawk, Red-tailed Hawks, Rough-legged Hawk, 

Am. Kestrel, Ruffed Grouse, Wild Turkeys, Belted Kingfishers, 

Red-bellied Woodpecker, Common Ravens, Horned Larks, Am. 

Robin, Pine Siskins, muskrat.

Thanks to participants Matt Albright, Andrew Conklin, Kay 

Crane, John Davis, Bob Donnelly, Bill & Lisa Gorn, Becky 

Gretton, Kathy Griswold, Eric Knight, Carol Lynch, Randy 

Lynch, Andy Mason, Nanda Methuku, Katie Ray, Tom & Joanne 

Salo. Andy Mason

Franklin Mountain Hawkwatch Wrapup 
The 2014 season came to an end on Jan. 2 at the Franklin Mt. 
Hawkwatch—the 26th continuous year of  counting at this site.  
Three raptors were recorded under overcast skies on light to 
moderate westerly winds.  An adult Golden Eagle passing at  
2:05 PM was the last bird of  the season.

Counting began on Aug. 19, and continued on 109 dates, totaling 
643 hours of  coverage.  Total raptors tallied was 4981 of  15 
species, 6% below the 12 year average since full time counting 
began.  Most species were down, with only Turkey Vulture, 
Bald Eagle, and Broad-winged Hawk showing in above average 
numbers.

The high single day total came Sept. 17 with 464 birds, of  which 
427 were broad-wings.  Double-digit Golden Eagle days came on 
Nov. 2 and Dec. 1, with 14 each date.  GE total for the season was 
147, down from the site average of  172.

Thanks go to the dedicated volunteer team of  counters:  Andy 
Cooper, Larry Dake, Fred Fries, Becky Gretton, Andrea Lodovice, 
Andy Mason, Ralph Niederlander, Tom Salo, with a special shout 
out to stalwart Steve Hall who covered nearly half  of  the dates, as 
he has for many years.  Much appreciation also for the spotters 
and supporters who helped out this year.

Franklin Mountain Hawkwatch 2014 Season Totals

Turkey Vulture 414 

Osprey 126 

Bald Eagle 157 

No. Harrier 68 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 548 

Cooper’s Hawk 103 

No. Goshawk 22 

Red-Shouldered Hawk 57 

Broad-winged Hawk 1453 

Red-tailed Hawk 1957 

Rough-legged Hawk 9 

Golden Eagle 172 

Am. Kestrel 102 

Merlin 25 

Peregrine Falcon 16 

Unidentified Raptor 47

Total 5276

 Andy MasonNorthern Pintail via WikiCommons
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Genomic Sequencing Breakthrough 

In December, a remarkable consortium of  more than 200 
scientists from 20 countries released the results of  an enormous 
cooperative research endeavor - the mapping of  an expansive 
avian family tree that demonstrates how birds evolved their 
amazingly colorful feathers, lost their teeth, learned to sing, and 
how their brain circuitry functions.

Members of  the project, named the Avian Phylogenomics 
Consortium, published their family-tree findings in eight 
different papers in the journal Science, and also in more than 20 
other scientific journals. No one had ever before used so much 
genome data from so many species to determine evolutionary 
relationships.

This project has re-arranged what we know about birds and has 
revealed unexpectedly close family relationships. For example the 
study clearly established that falcons are more closely related to 

parrots than to eagles or vultures (neither Old World nor New 
World vultures), and that flamingoes are actually evolutionarily 
and genetically closer to pigeons than they are to pelicans! 

“It’s mind-blowing,” said Per Ericson, an evolutionary biologist at 
the Swedish Museum of  Natural History in Stockholm.

 According to an article by Ian Sample in The Guardian, an 
analysis of  the genomes indicated that the common ancestor of  
living birds lost its teeth more than 100 million years ago. But 
the significant rise of  the birds began about 65 million years ago. 
A mass extinction - probably caused by an asteroid collision - 
extinguished most of  the larger-bodied dinosaurs, but left a few 
feathered creatures. The loss of  so many other species freed up 
significant ecological niches, giving these feathered animals a 
unique chance to diversify.

-- Birding Community E-bulletin, 
refugeassociation.org/news/birding-bulletin

Camera Trapping Golden Eagle Update
DOAS volunteers are currently operating 11 camera traps in 
Delaware and Otsego Counties. All the usual suspects have 
been photographed: Bald and Golden Eagles, Common Ravens, 
American Crows, 2 kinds of  fox, fishers, coyotes, bobcats. 

Some sites have large numbers of  eagles and ravens thus stressing 

the bait supply. We typically use about 100 road kills each year. 

Golden Eagle trapping has not started as of  this writing. We 
expect to begin shortly after the arrival of  transmitters. 

Peg DiBenedetto will be speaking about this season’s efforts, and 
her experiences training with Scott Van Arsdale, at the program 
on April 17.

Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) 
18th Annual Count
The 2015 GBBC will take place February 13-16

The Great Backyard Bird Count is an annual 4-day event that 
engages bird watchers of  all ages in counting birds to create a 
real-time snapshot of  where the birds are.

Everyone is welcome--from beginning bird watchers to experts. 
It takes as little as 15 minutes on one day, or you can count 
for as long as you like each day of  the event. It’s free, fun, and 
easy—and it helps the birds. 

See birdcount.org for details. 

 Bald Eagle chasing Golden Eagle How many eagles?

Song Sparrow, by Dave Kiehm
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February
February 7 – Golden Eagle Count: As part of  our effort to 
understand the numbers and range of  winter resident Golden 
Eagles we are conducting a one day raptor count covering much of  
Delaware County. How much of  the county we cover depends in 
large part on the availability of  volunteers. The counts should take 
about 4 hours. They are conducted during the day when birds 
might be soaring or perch hunting. 

We are creating territories/routes with approximately 50-60 miles 
of  road in each. This should allow enough time for slow travel 
while regularly stopping and scanning. The routes should be 
started between 9 and 10 AM when birds have become active. 

Since we expect to have more territories than skilled people, 
we need to maximize our highly skilled birders – those who are 
able to identity distant eagles by silhouette. These team leaders 
can bring along others or we will team them with other people 
as spotters. Golden Eagles are the focus but all raptors will be 
counted. 

In case of  extreme weather, teams can count the following day.

If  you would like to participate in this count, please contact Tom 
Salo at salothomas@gmail.com or 607-965-8232. If  you believe 
you are skilled enough to lead a team, share information about 
your experience and skill level. If  you have a preferred part of  
the county you want to survey, we will try to accommodate you. 
Participants will be sent a territory map, data form and count 
protocol.

February 13-16: Great Backyard Bird Count, birdcount.org 

February 17 – DOAS Board Meeting: 7 PM

February 20 – Hiking the John Muir Trail: Kathy Mario for 
many years has been an avid hiker, conquering many well known 
trails throughout the United States. She has also excellent birding 
skills and recently developed with members of  the disbanded 
Delhi Birding Club a bird brochure for the Upper Delaware Valley.

Program will be held at the Elm Park Methodist Church, begins 
at 7:30 PM and is free and open to the public. Refreshments are 

served. For further information; contact Eleanor Moriarty at  
607-435-2054.

March
March 17 – DOAS Board Meeting: 7 PM

March 20 – Ravens:  Program by Tom Salo.

April
April 4 – Lake Otsego Waterfowl Trip: The annual spring 
waterfowl trip around Lake Otsego and environs will leave from 
Cooperstown’s Lake Front Docks at the foot of  Fair St. at 8 AM 
sharp. Co-leaders will be Matt Albright, Bob Donnelly and John 
Davis. Sponsored by the Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society for 
several years, the trip has always attracted many area birders. 
Cars will be pooled and radio connected, and the trip will last 
until around noon. For more information, contact John Davis at 
davi7js4@hughes.net or 607-547-9688

April 17 – Golden Eagle Trapping: Peg DiBenedetto will be 
speaking about this season’s efforts, and her experiences training 
with Scott Van Arsdale.

April 21 – DOAS Board Meeting: 7 PM

May
May 2 – Plant and Tree ID: Guided activities with Educator 
and DOAS Summer Program Director, Meghan Gigandet. Pre-
registration is required by email to Susan O’Handley, Education 
Chair at sjohandley@gmail.com. $4 per child fee/adults are free.

May 19 – DOAS Board Meeting: 7 PM

June
June 6 – Wild Edibles: Guided activities with Educator and 
DOAS Summer Program Director, Meghan Gigandet. Pre-
registration is required by email to Susan O’Handley, Education 
Chair at sjohandley@gmail.com. $4 per child fee/adults are free.

June 7 – 3rd Annual Birds, Brunch, Beer: Save the date! 

Upcoming Activities

DOAS Membership Application
Membership in the Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society includes 9 issues of our newsletter, The Belted Kingfisher.  

Cost is $15 annually or $25 for two years; family memberships $20 annually or $30 for two years.  
Make check payable to “DOAS” and mail payment with this form to: DOAS Membership Chair, PO Box 544, Oneonta, NY 13820-0544.

Note: Please mail National Audubon renewals to address on renewal notice.

Name:  _________________________________________________  Phone:  _______________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________




