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The Disappearance of Black-crowned Night Heron
A Warning Sign for New Yorkers

Who We Are

NYC Bird Alliance (formerly NYC Audubon) protects birds and habitat across New York
City, strengthening urban biodiversity through science, commmunity engagement, and
policy advocacy.

Background

For over four decades, NYC Bird Alliance has conducted annual nesting surveys across
the islands of New York—-New Jersey Harbor, and the results are alarming: Black-crowned
Night Heron, one of the most iconic and historically abundant birds in New York, has
experienced a 55% decline between 2000 and 2022, far exceeding average North
American bird declines. Without conservation action, these birds face local extinction
from the Harbor as soon as 2037.

Significance

Highly sensitive to environmental change, Black-crowned Night Heron's decline tells us
something could be wrong with the health of our Harbor, putting our wildlife, water
quality, and communities at risk. Additionally, because New York Harbor holds the largest
breeding population of Black-crowned Night Heron in the Northeast, the loss of this
colony would have cascading consequences for the larger region and environment. Birds
are essential to healthy ecosystems, and losing a bird like the Black-crowned Night
Heron extends far beyond a single species or area, threatening the biodiversity and
ecological balance that our communities depend on.

Solution

Fortunately, this trend has been identified early enough that together, we can save the
Black-crowned Night Heron. By understanding and addressing what is driving their
decline, we have an opportunity to save this bird and protect the Harbor ecosystem that
sustains the region's coastlines, communities, and quality of life.

NYC Bird Alliance calls on city and state agencies to list the Black-crowned Night Heron
as Threatened or Endangered and dedicate resources and funding to investigate the
primary causes of Black-crowned Night Heron decline in New York-New Jersey Harbor,
including predation pressure on nesting islands, human disturbance at active colony
sites, loss of foraging and roosting habitat, and the presence of environmental
contaminants in harbor waters.
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